 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 “YOU NEED KNOWLEDGE, NOT INSPIRATION!”
I Corinthians 12:1 (KJV) “Now concerning spiritual [gifts], brethren, I would not have you ignorant.” 

We attend the Gaither concerts when they are anywhere within driving distance. We love Gospel music!


—It is so inspirational!

—People from all walks of life and every denomination worshiping God together!


—It’s kinda like a foretaste of Heaven!

I’ve been in church services that are that way—


—I just wanted to take off and start running!


—I was so happy! I would have danced, IF I COULD!
However, when it was all over and I had wiped off the perspiration, I DID NOT have one single thing to take with me that would help me DEFEAT SATAN the next day!

I had received absolutely NO KNOWLEDGE, but I had been inspired! And folks, you cannot live on inspiration (someone else jacking you up all the time)!

I. TO LIVE VICTORIOUS, WE MUST HAVE KNOWLEDGE!

A. Text, “— Brethren, I would not have you ignorant!”
Say with me, “God does not want me to be ignorant!”



1. James 2:14-20

Note verse 16:
“And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?”



2. It’s the SAME SPIRITUALLY!

Inspiration IS GOOD, but it WILL NOT build up your SPIRITUAL MAN—


—That takes KNOWLEDGE!

B. And yet, we have people that hop from church to church looking for entertainment!



—Living for “inspiration!”



—Want to “feel good!”



—Want to be “knee deep” in goose bumps!

NEVER MIND THAT:


—The Devil has their children!


—Their home is falling apart!


—Their pocket book is empty!
They want to have a “good time” in Church! I call them “Goose Bump Baptists.” Happy Caldwell calls them “Charismaniacs!”

C. Folks, the problem IS NOT the Church we attend! 


It’s US!
We don’t need another Church! We just need to HEAR THE WORD where we are and get busy and put it to work in our lives!
We need knowledge and that comes ONLY FROM HEARING THE WORD—AND APPLYING WHAT WE HERE!

D. I Corinthians 14:18-20

(KJV) “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 

(19) Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that [by my voice] I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an [unknown] tongue. 

(20) Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.”
1. One of the questions the church at Corinth had written Paul about was the use of tongues in the church service. 

I Corinthians 7:1 “Now, concerning the things about which ye wrote me---”
2. He starts dealing with the subject in chapter 12 and continues thru chapter 14.



3. I Corinthians 14:1-5

Paul said, “Self edification is great. Inspiration is wonderful, but 5 words spoken that can be understood is worth more than 10,000 that just inspires!”

II. IN ORDER TO REIGN IN LIFE, WE MUST HAVE AND USE KNOWLEDGE
A. It’s good to be inspired, but we CANNOT live on inspiration.

1. And this is why people change churches, or just drop out.

2. Oh, they attend for awhile and everything is fine, but they have been living on inspiration AND NOT THE WORD!
3. Then they GET HUNGRY SPIRITUALLY, and they “think” it’s the    church they are attending that is starving them!

B. They have been “dieting” on the DESERT of the Word instead of  “feasting” on the MEAT of the Word!

Beloved, we would be better off to have ONE VERSE of Scripture,


—MEDITATE on it


—HIDE it in our heart


—And PUT IT to work in our lives, than to have all the inspiration in the world!

C. We need to know what is RIGHTFULLY OURS and put it to work in our lives!


1. Luke 10:19-20
“Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

(20) Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”


2. Ephesians 4:1-16

CONCLUSION: God wants His children to GROW UP so we may KNOW HIS WORD, put it TO PRACTICE in our lives and SHARE IT with a lost and dying world.

Are you grown Spiritually or are you still looking for the best show in town?!
