“You Can Change Your Destiny!”
I. Chronicles 4:9-10

“And Jabez was more honorable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, because I bore him in great pain. 

(10) And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that you would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, and that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested.”
As we continue our theme “The Year Of Increase,” Let’s look at the Prayer of Jabez once again.

Today the church world is filled with people whom the devil has convinced that “DEFEAT” is their middle name!

1. Everything in their life is filled with pain, sickness, disease and defeat. Everything the touch turns into a total disaster!


2. When it comes to failure, they are at the head of the line!

A. Story: Johnny said, “I don’t think I can do that!” 

B. The Teacher said, “Johnny, Be positive!” 
C. Johnny said, “I KNOW I can’t do that!”
Perhaps you, or someone in your family, have simply “given up.” You (or they) have resigned yourself to believe there is nothing you can do about your situation.

Well, I am here TODAY to tell you that:

I. YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR DESTINY!

A. Jabez did what you can do! 

Note his prayer:




a. “Bless me indeed.”



b. “Enlarge my territory.”



c. “Keep your hand upon me.”
d. “Keep me from evil, that it may not greave me.”
“And God granted him that which he requested.”

B. Jabez got what he SPOKE INTO BEING!
C. 100's of thousands have changed their destiny — who once thought that there was no hope!

1. They came into the light of God’s Word and DARED TO BELIEVE IT!

D. Jabez’s very name tells the condition of his life — It means;



1. PAIN, TROUBLE and SORROW!


2. “Gee, thanks Mom!”
He was like the “Boy named Sue” that Johnny Cash sang about a few years ago!


E. Names in the Bible meant something!



1. JACOB: “Deceiver.”
2. ABRAM: “High father.” God changed it to ABRAHAM, which means, “Father of many nations.”


3. MOSES: “Drawn out”


4. JOSHUA: “Savior.” His N. T. counterpart was 





JESUS!
Can you imagine what this did to his self-worth, to his mind? 
Day in and day out — NO HOPE!
Every time these men heard their names, they were reminded OF THEIR DESTINY! Jabez was THE SAME!

Pain, trouble and sorrow!

II. BUT JABEZ LISTENED TO THE PROPHETS OF GOD!
Psalm 105:1-2 (KJV) “O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. 
(2) Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.”

Psalm 105:37 (KJV) “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” 

Jabez heard about a God that Could Do Miracles! He heard about:

A. The “Pillar of Fire by night” and the “Cloud by day.”

B. The Miracle “Manna!”


C. The “Parting of the Red Sea.”

D. The Miracle “Meat in the dessert!”

E. The Miracle “Water from the rock!”

F. The Miracle “Shoes and clothing” that grew and refused to ware out for 40 years of wilderness wanderings!


G. The Miracle of “healings!”

Jabez and the children of Israel were constantly reminded of the God who DELIVERS and PROTECTS His people!

Jeremiah 33:3 (KJV) “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jabez began to see that:

III. WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!
A. His faith caused him to cry out. He became dissatisfied at his “so called” destiny! 



1. He channeled his anger toward his problem!

2. If we must doubt, let’s doubt our doubt and NOT our faith!

3. He rebelled against his problem — NOT AGAINST THE SOLUTION!
B. When he saw:



1. GOD’S TRUTH, he rebelled against Satan’s lie!

2. GOD’S LIGHT, he rebelled against Satan’s darkness!



3. GOD’S LIFE, he rebelled against Satan’s sickness!

4. GOD’S LIBERTY, he rebelled against Satan’s bondage!
Jabez found the truth — AND IT SET HIM FREE!
III. HE CHANGED HIS DESTINY BY CALLING UPON GOD!

A. What God has done for others, He will do for you!

1. But like Jabez, the words of the Bible must CEASE to be words, and become PROMISES TO YOU!
2. Promises that you act upon and refuse to accept anything other than what God has said!



3. God DOES NOT want you:




a. Lost!




b. Sick!




c. Broke!




d. Defeated!

B. Let the prayer of Jabez become YOUR prayer, DAILY! 
a. “Bless me indeed.”




b. “Enlarge my territory.”




c. “Keep your hand upon me.”

d. “Keep me from evil, that it may not greave me.”
“And God granted him that which he requested.”
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