 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“What’s So Special About Easter?”

I Corinthians 15:3-4

To the world, today is the day they have been looking for!

1. Show off new clothing!

2. Mothers have been working all week boiling and dyeing eggs for “The Great Easter Egg Hunt!”

3. And if this were not enough, our stores are filled with “Chocolate Easter Bunnies!”
To the world, this IS Easter!

But to the Believer, Easter is the GREATEST EVENT IN HISTORY because it validates THE CROSS!
A. Without the Resurrection, the Cross would have NO MEANING!
B. Jesus would be just “another” FAILED RELIGIOUS FANATIC laying in some “Tomb or Shrine!”


1. But the “Tomb of Jesus” IS EMPTY!



2. Note our text again:

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 

(4) And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures:”
For just a moment this morning, let’s also examine the Scriptures and let them “speak to us” concerning the Resurrection, the single most important event in History!
John 20:1-10 “The first [day] of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 

3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 

4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 

5 And he stooping down, [and looking in], saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 

8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 

9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 

10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1First, note please;

I. THE EMPTY TOMB!

We must remember that John was writing an HISTORICAL ACCOUNT.

A. This is how it happened!


B. His interest was twofold:

1. To give the evidence that led him to immediately UNDERSTAND and BELIEVE!
2. To give evidence to lead anyone to immediately believe — If they were willing to believe!

Luke 8:15 (NIV) “But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.”
We CANNOT make anyone believe who refuses to do so!
Note the SMALL DETAILS John gives:


1. Mary and the other women coming to anoint a dead body!


2. Mary’s human response of frantic bewilderment!


3. The foot race of Peter and John!

4. His own fear of entering the tomb while Peter blundered on in!


5. His admitting that he had not understood the Scriptures!

6. His detailed description of the burial clothes; the Head cloth lying separate and apart from the others!
7. And most importantly, his CHANGED HEART concerning the Scriptures pertaining to the Resurrection!

John would NEVER be the same again, nor would the others!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Secondly, please note:

II. THE CHANGED DISCIPLES!


A. Please note:
John 20:11-18 “But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, [and looked] into the sepulchre, 

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 

17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and [to] my God, and your God. 

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had spoken these things unto her.”
1. The first Gospel message preached AFTER THE RESURRECTION was proclaimed by Mary!

2. She had come to anoint for burial her dream, but left an EXCITED EVANGELIST!

B. I truly believe that Mary’s message was a fulfillment of Psalm 68:11. 
Watch this:

(KJV) “The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.”

Now, you can’t get this from the KJV, but a more correct translation would be:
“The Lord announces His victory, and a great company of women preach the good news.” (Duvall Translation)

(YLT) “The Lord doth give the saying; The female proclaimers are a numerous host.” (Many other translations agree)

C. Whatever you choose to believe, Mary’s life was changed forever! No one can deny this!

John, in closing his Gospel account, made this statement:

John 21:25 (KJV) “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Resurrection of Christ turned Peter from one who “followed afar off,” to the great leader of the Christian faith!

And finally, 
please note:

III. THE CHANGED LIVES TODAY!
A. We have a lady here who has served her Lord faithfully for most of her 90 plus years — doing anything and everything the church would ask her to do!



1. Why? Because IT’S REAL!
B. We have others that have literally “kept the church doors open” with their sacrificial works and supernatural giving!



1. Why? Because IT’S REAL!
C. We have newer members that will “turn this area around” for Jesus — if we will just let them!



1. Why? Because IT’S REAL!
Hebrews 11:6 (KJV) “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 

I John 3:16 (KJV) “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
I John 4:19 (KJV) “We love Him, because He first loved us.”

What’s So great about Easter? 
Easter is God reaching down to you and me and elevating us up to Him! 

He Arose! 
Hallelujah! 
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