“THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE!”

Matthew 11:12 “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.”

If we are to take our area for Christ this year, we have to “re-think” Church! 

We cannot use “horse and buggy” methods to reach a “space age society.”
The Word of God must never change but our methods must be updated constantly.

We are barn-storming the Gates of hell in our plan to become debt free as a people and as a church --- AND SATAN IS TICKED OFF!
And if we are not careful, we will concentrate on debt reduction to the point that we will not spend the money that is needed else where!

Let me share with you some things that are desperately needed:

1. Paved Parking / Covered walkways / Parking Lot Lighting

2. Metal Roofs for our buildings

3. Youth Center Renovations

4. Projection System for Worship with taping capabilities for CD distribution (Guest, shut-ins and visitation)

5. New Bus for traveling

6. Replace Old Vans

7. Finish Family Life Center

8. Plat Plan for Future Buildings

9. Additional Staff Members (What if Bro. Toby and Bro. Tim were full-time so they could devote their calling to outreach? What if we called Bro. Craig Friedl as Education & Children’s Church Minister? He has already said he would come for $1.00 a week!

10. Church Day Care

This barely gets us started as to the needs we have. 

To do all this and the zillion other things that need to be done, we have to do it with force, even to the point of being violent!

I. LET’S GET VIOLENT IN OUR OUTREACH!
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.”

1. We are to go locally, through or association, our State Convention and our Southern Baptist Convention until we have won our world for Christ!

2. We are to Baptize those we win

3. We are to Teach or disciple them to do what the Great Commission has told us to do!

Satan will not be happy about this but God will be with us --- even until this world as we know it comes to an end!

II. LET’S GET VIOLENT IN OUR FELLOWSHIP!
Mark 12:30-31 “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this [is] the first commandment. 

31 And the second [is] like, [namely] this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.”

John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

35 By this shall all [men] know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

God says lost people will not even have to ask us if we are Christians! They will know that we are because we love each other!

May God have mercy on the brother or sister that will let down their guard and give Satan a foot-hold in our church fellowship! We must love each other, warts and all!

III. LET’S GET VIOLENT ABOUT OUR HOMES!

When God created Adam and Eve, He created the home!

Ephesians 5:22-6:4 “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife [see] that she reverence [her] husband. 

6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 

2 Honor thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
And finally, to make all this work:

IV. LET’S GET VIOLENT WITH OUR GIVING!
Luke 6:38 “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”

Nothing happens until we give!

We give a tithe to the church because the tithe is the Lords. This opens the windows of Heaven to us as God awaits our offering that is designed to meet our needs! 

