The Lost Sheep!
Luke 15:1-7

The Shepherd of this parable is more concerned with the one lost sheep than the ninety-nine that were safe.


A. This is like parenting. We turn to the child that needs us most.

B. This parable speaks of evangelism; reaching and winning the lost as the most important activity of the church!

The question in our mind then becomes, “Do we spend more time with those who are already saved or do we focus on those who are lost?”

C. The way we answer this question determines whether our church grows or declines! 

In the past we Baptist have focused on winning the lost and while this is our number one priority---WE MUST feed those already “birthed” or they will starve to death spiritually!

A few years ago, the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine printed statistics on the growth or decline of Arkansas churches (NOTE: Just Arkansas churches) over the last decade (1990-2000).


D. The results are as follows:



1. Baptist grew 8 percent



2. Methodists declined 9 percent



3. Catholics grew 60 percent



a. Retired Northerners’ coming South




b. Influx of Hispanics


4. Presbyterians declined 12 percent



5. Church of Christ declined .02 percent



6. Assembly of God grew 21 percent



7. Charismatic churches grew 644 percent

Now I realize you can make statistics say what you want them to say --- TO A POINT --- but what I want us to see is that if we DO NOT feed those whom God sends --- THEY WILL GO WHERE THEY CAN BE FED --- and rightly so!
People are born with an innate desire to Worship and the Pentecostal churches specialize in Worship! They are not very strong in getting people saved, but they don’t have too as other churches win them but do not allow them to Worship!
The key then is BALANCE:
1. Evangelism

2. Worship

3. Fellowship

4. Bible Study

5. Prayer

I. WE MUST WIN THE LOST (Verses 1-2)

“Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear Him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”


A. All types of people will come to hear about Jesus! Many will be curious and other will have special needs but they WILL COME when they feel a church is really concerned about them!


B. However, everyone WILL NOT be happy to see them because they will not be “like us.”

Jesus got into serious trouble --- even gave His life --- because He accepted everyone and was willing to let God mold them into what He wanted them to be!

Listen to me! We MUST win the lost no matter who gets upset! They WILL NOT be our Judge on judgment day! 
Folks, it is impossible to win the lost and not grow!

When we get the “mindset” that we want things to stay as they are we are actually saying “we don’t want people to get saved” and none of us actually means that!

II. NOTE HOW JESUS HANDLED THE SITUATION (Verses 3-6)

“And He spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found [it], he layeth [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together [his] friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.”


A. Do you see the compassion Jesus has for one lost 
soul? 

1. The way to silence those who differ with you is to prove them wrong by your actions! RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES!

John 3:17 (KJV) “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.”


B. Note the rejoicing of verse six!

It’s hard to complain when you are rejoicing and the saved WILL rejoice when others are getting saved!

John 4:36-37 (KJV) “And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth.”

Note in closing verse 7 of our text:
III. GOD’S PLAN!

“I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”

Jesus WAS NOT teaching that we are to ignore the saved over the lost! He is simply saying that the ninety-nine needed NO repentance!


A. They were not only saved but they were grounded!

2nd Timothy 2:15 (KJV) “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

Hebrews 10:25 (KJV) “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some [is]; but exhorting [one another]: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

John 4:23-24 (KJV) “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 

24 God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship [him] in spirit and in truth.”  
B. There is a way to Worship that God accepts. It’s called “Spirit and Truth Worship.” 

C. The “backside” of this, or the other side of the coin is, “There is Flesh and Error Worship.” It is done in the flesh and not led of the Spirit and God doesn’t bless this, hence the decline in so many dead churches today. 
