THE HUSBAND AND HIS RESPONSIBILITIES!

In the book of Ephesians, God compares the marriage relationship to Christ and His church.

Watch this:

Ephesians 5:21-33 (KJV) “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 

32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”

Again, God compares the husband and wife to Christ and the church. (Verse 32)

In the home, the husband represents Christ and the wife represents the church. (Verse 24)

Christ certainly proved that He IS SUBMITTED TO THE CHURCH, having died for it!

The church SHOULD BE just as submitted to Christ!

When we enter the marriage relationship both the husband and wife have roles to play.

It matters not how our marriage partner plays their role. What matters is how well each of us plays the role assigned by God to us!

We WILL NOT be judged by how someone else performs, even though they may make our role in life much more complicated and harder to perform!

We will be judged as to how well we play the role assigned us!

THE AWSOME RESPONSIBILITY

OF THE HUSBAND

Men, we are to submit our lives to our families as Christ Submitted Himself to the church!

Ephesians 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it;”

Sir, absolutely nothing is to come before your wife! 

Not your church! 

Not your job! 

Not your children! 

Not sports (Hunting, fishing, etc.)!

NOTHING means NOTHING!

The husband is to love his wife AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH!

Again, it matters not what kind of a wife she is --- YOU ARE TO GIVE YOURSELF FOR HER!

If your wife has “spots and wrinkles” in her character it is because you have not loved those spots and wrinkles out of her!

If you want her to treat you like a King then brother you MUST treat her LIKE A QUEEN!

I saw a cartoon years ago with two panels. In one panel we see through the window an empty cupboard; an empty wood box sitting by a wood stove with no fire in it; two children huddled together under a blanket freezing and on the sofa we see the father trying to make out with his wife.

In the second panel we see the same home with the cupboard full of food, the wood box full, the stove ret hot and the children playing with their toys. The wife is busy cooking the evening meal. Out in the yard in a driving snow storm we see the husband busy chopping more wood.

Under the two panels is the caption: WHICH HUSBAND REALLY LOVES HIS WIFE?

Sir, need I say more concerning your relationship to your wife?

Notice also the husbands’ responsibility to his children:

Ephesians 6:4 (KJV) “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

Today, our children ARE ANGRY! They have been given everything except what they need --- A DAD TO MODEL THEMSELVES AFTER!

The word translated “wrath” and “provoke” in the King James Version is translated “exasperate” in the New International Version (NIV) and means “to irritate or enrage.”

The Greek word is “parorgizo,” and is the equivalent of “draining the life” out of our children.

This is why so many teens take their lives today. This is why the drug culture survives and why the Columbine High School incidents occur! 

They see no reason to live as their lives have been drained from them, either real or imagined.

Before you start calling me about people you know who have had this experience, please remember, that the verse under discussion HAS TWO SIDES!

The first side we have discussed but the other side is just as important --- OR EVEN MORE SO!

It is “Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

The father is to do TWO THINGS for his children and to leave either undone is tantamount to treason toward his children!

I remind you again of the fact of the influence of the father over the mother in raising children:

1. If only the father is sold out to Jesus, fifty-three (53) percent of the children WILL FOLLOW in his footsteps.

2. If only the mother is sold out to Jesus, fifteen (15) percent of the children WILL FOLLOW in her footsteps.

Are you beginning to see the awesome responsibility of the father and the reason God has placed him in charge of the family unit?

Let’s look at one other verse of Scripture concerning the father’s responsibility to his children:

Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

Dad, you are to SET THE EXAMPLE for your children. They ARE NOT to be “sent to church” but rather taken. 

 How are they going to know how to pray --- UNLESS THEY SEE YOU on your face before God?

How are they going to know how to pay their bills --- UNLESS THEY SEE YOU writing out checks to those whom you owe?

How are they going to know how to raise a family --- UNLESS THEY SEE YOU set the example?

Dad, in spite of all you tell them, they are going to live AS YOU LIVE!

However you train them, they WILL NOT depart from it --- EVEN WHEN THEY ARE OLD!

HOW WE ASSIMILATE TRUTH!

As adults today, we see the truth of God by our faith. We make a tragic mistake in assuming children do the same.

Children see truth as action. If we SAY ONE THING AND DO ANOTHER, to them our actions speak truth.

To most children the church and the Bible mean nothing because they see how their parents react to God.

To them the church and the Bible ARE LIES simply because they associate truth with action!

Parents, we talk about the church but seldom attend. We NEVER read the Bible to the point of actually studying it, and yet we talk about it and refer to it as God’s Word!

They HEAR what we say but they SEE how we live and accept HOW WE LIVE as truth!

Thus the total confusion of the youth of our day!

Dads, we MUST “step up to the plate” of life and teach our children the truth of God’s Word by DOING WHAT GOD SAYS!

It matters not concerning our work or our recreation. They will be there when the children are gone! Blink your eyes twice and your influence over them will be history!

Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

