SOME HILLS ARE NOT WORTH DYING ON

Different people have different priorities and belief dispositions. In my journey as a Christian this is where I stand at this time.  In life and in Bible interpretation there are many subjects that are not hills to die on. I don’t know why so many people feel like they always have to be right on almost every issue. Some people waste a lot of time and emotional energy trying to convince others that they are right when most of the time it does not matter. For example: I overhead two people arguing the other day. One said that it was against the law to buy anything made out of real fur. These two spent several minutes debating this issue. It was very noticeable that neither one were interested in the truth. They both were just trying to convince the other one that they were right.

Since that’s not a hill to die on, even though I knew the answer and could prove it, I refused to say anything. A dear friend of mine said once, “If one does not know the facts, argument is to no avail. And, if one does know the facts, argument is unnecessary.”

Many married couples (I almost said most) argue over things that don’t really matter. I think most of the time one or the other or both just want to be right. We need to understand it’s not who is right, but what’s right that really matters. May I also add, there is nothing wrong in being wrong and admitting it sometimes, and even though we know we are right we should not feel the need to convince the other person that we are right. 

This is true when it comes to the word of God. Here again, many of us feel we must be right on every issue and it is our God given obligation to convince others we are right. We don’t have to listen to such discussions very long until it becomes evident that the focus is more on who is right rather than what is right. 

There are many hills in the Bible that in my judgment, are not hills to die on. They should not split churches, separate friends or cause us to refuse fellowship with those who do not see it as we do. Before I share with you the hills in the Bible I believe are worth dying on, of the many issues in the Bible that do not deserve a heated debate, I will give you only one example. 

PREDESTINATION! This is not a hill to die on. It does not matter. I think I understand it, but if I do or if I don’t, it does not matter, because that’s God’s business, not mine. I have nothing to do with it. For the life of me, I cannot figure out why people argue over this issue and yet I know churches that are splitting over it. I have a preacher friend who would die over Calvin’s Five Points and spends most of his time preaching on it rather than doing what God called him to do and that’s to win people to Jesus. He stays upset at me because I will not debate him over it. That would be like debating him and trying to convince him that I’m not from Mars. 

The Bible says in Romans 11:33, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

The Bible tells us that we are “co-labors together with Him”. We need to find out what God’s job description is and leave that up to Him. Then we need to find out what our job description is and do our part. I think everyone understands the Ten Commandments. When it comes to our job descriptions in the Bible, they are all very simple and very plain. 

It does not matter who or what is predestinated. You can’t do anything about it anyway. We are told to “go into all the world and preach the gospel”.  According to the Bible “whosoever will” can be saved.  You say, but Charles, its God who gives people that desire. Yes! You are right. But it is none of our business who He chooses and for what purpose. That’s God’s job description and we have nothing to do with that part of God’s will. “His ways are past finding out”. There are some things we have no business knowing. God cannot trust us with some knowledge because He knows we would abuse it. 

What are some of the hills to die on? Anything that has to do with the deity of Christ is a hill to die on. According to the Bible anyone who denies that Jesus is God is considered anti-Christ. Jesus never tried to prove He was right. God’s word is without error. We might misunderstand it sometimes and we might not always have the perfect interpretation of every Scripture, but that does not change the fact that the Bible is God’s truth without error or contradiction. Here are a few more hills to die on. They all have to do with the deity of Christ. We are saved by the grace of God without any mixture of works. The virgin birth of Christ. His sinless life. His sacrificial death on the cross. His bodily resurrection. His ascension. His second coming in fulfillment to all prophecy. Jesus is the only way, truth and life. 

While I have some very clear and strong views about the Book of Revelation I realize that there are many good, honest, Bible believing Christians who believe it a little differently than I do. That’s alright as long as they have the big picture and believe that Jesus is God and one day everyone in hell, in heaven and on earth, willingly or unwillingly, will confess that Jesus is who He claims to be. The bottom line in the book is, when it is all said and done, WE ARE WINNERS! The devil and his crowd are defeated and we will have the joy of living in perfect harmony with our Father in His Kingdom forever.  

I’m open to what you think and believe. I don’t care who is right. I want to know what is right. It’s been a hard lesson to learn but I have learned more from criticism than compliments. I have learned more from failing than succeeding. I have learned more in the valley than on the mountain top. The amazing thing is, the more I learn about the Bible and God and how He works, the more questions I have. Every baffling, perplexing question God answers for me, the answer compounds the questions and I have that many more questions. I know less now than I did before I found the answer. Or, I should say I know that I know less because the answer opens up all kinds of new things I never thought about before. I have more questions now than before. You show me someone who has all the answers and knows it all, and I will show you an idiot who knows very little about anything. Please pray for me. I want to always rightly divide the Word of Truth. I want to know and understand the deep things of God, but when I preach these things I want to do it with power, humility and simplicity. Please pray for me that this will always be true. 

Until next time!

Charles Massegee

NOTE: Dr. Massegee and his wife Beverly are dear friends to the Duvall household. We have had them in every church we had the privilege to pastor that was large enough to support their ministry.
We will have them at Baugh Chapel, hopefully within the next three years as they stay booked two years out!

You can learn more about their ministry by visiting our LINKS window, second item down.
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