REVELATION
THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Revelation 1:4-6 “To the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come (The Father); and from the seven spirits which are before His Throne (The Holy Spirit); (5) And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, (6) and hath made us Kings and Priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” Amen
Tonight, we start at verse 4 of Revelation, Chapter 1. 

1. The Book of Revelation is written to whom according to verse 4?
a. To the seven churches which are in Asia


b. These were ACTUAL churches in the Western part of what is now known as Turkey.
c. There are those who make a big-to-do about these churches being “representative” churches, or different stages of the church from the beginning to the end. Note the chart:

The Seven Churches
	Church
	Character of Christ
	Strength
	Problem
	Duty
	Promise

	Ephesus
	authority
	doctrinal zeal
	lost love
	repent
	tree of life

	Smyrna
	giving life
	spiritually rich
	
	suffer for Christ
	Freedom from death

	Pergamum
	warrior against sin
	holding fast
	false teaching,

immorality
	repent
	Spiritual significance

	Thyatira
	searching heart
	love, service
	false teaching,

immorality (Jezebel)
	repudiate

Jezebel
	rule over nations

	Sardis
	source of Spirit
	a few faithful saints
	spiritually dead
	awake!
	White robe (honor)

	Philadelphia
	opening door
	keeping the word
	little strength
	continue
	Secure dwelling

	Laodicea
	true witness
	
	worthless
	admit need; receive from Christ
	Fellowship


However, you can find each of these churches in the Cabot area right now, and it has been the same since these churches were named! God simply starts with the church closest to the sea and works His way to the top and back down again! 

To me, the big question is why mention just seven when there were many more churches is Asia at the time? And yet, God singles out just seven. Seven is used through out the book of Revelation and means “completion.”
There are:

1. Seven Churches

2. Seven Seals

3. Seven Trumpets

4. Seven Signs
5. Seven Plagues

6. Seven Dooms

7. Seven New Things

The seven churches simply represent obedience and disobedience and the consequences of each in any generation of time!

But what I really want us to get from this is that the book of Revelation is written to churches; In Asia first and then to the uttermost parts of the Earth!
2. The greeting is Trinitarian.

The greetings voiced by John to the seven churches evokes a blessing  from God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
I. NOTE FIRST THE POWER OF GOD THE FATHER

The One “who IS and the One who WAS and the One to COME.”
At first glance, one would think of Christ but Christ is mentioned in verse 5 so this definitely speaks of the Father, “Lord God, The Almighty.”
II. THE ENCOURGEMENT OF GOD THE SPIRIT
“And from the Spirits (The sevenfold Spirit) which are before His throne.”

This refers to the Holy Spirits’ work in each of the seven churches. It is not “by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” (Revelation 2:7, 11)

III. THE SUPREMACY OF GOD THE SON
Finally, we finish with Jesus, who paid it all for our sins!

He is called:

1. The faithful witness

2. The first begotten of the dead
3. The Prince of the Kings of the Earth

It is He who washed us in His own blood and has made us Kings and Priests unto God and His Father.

It is to Him “be glory and dominion” for ever and ever! It is He who will COME WITH THE CLOUDS as He went up and we will start with verse seven next week!
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