D. Lastly, there is the abode of God (2nd Corinthians. 12:2-4)

Close with page 40

Rejoice --- 

Because Your Names Are Written In Heaven!

Luke 10:19-20 
“Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

Normally, I have the messages I feel God has laid on my heart prepared and then spend the week going over them before I preach them on Sunday, but this week has been different. God simply did not give me a message for this morning --- until I received word late yesterday that two of our churches had members either wounded our killed in action in Iraq.

God simply said, “Preach about Heaven.” That was it.

Well, I got our my booklet entitled “The Truth About Heaven and Hell” and read it through and through and this morning I want to preach on the subject, “Rejoice because your name is written in Heaven!”

I. MY GRANDFATHER WAS A BAPTIST PREACHER!


A. My grandmother would “shout her hair down” as 
Pa preached about Heaven!


B. I have seen grown men get up and leave the building 
as the power of God was so strong no one could sit 
non-committed! It was Rejoice or leave!


C. Story of their deaths. (Page 29)


D. The folks in Pa’s church knew about Heaven and 
rejoiced because their names were written there!

II. THE COMFORT OF HEAVEN

A. On the eve of his death, Jesus comforted the 
Apostles by talking to them about Heaven!



1. John 14:1-6 (Page 31)


B. Even on the cross, when the dying thief wanted to 
talk about the Coming Kingdom, Jesus comforted him 
by talking about Heaven!



1. Luke 23:42-43 (Page 31)


C. I want to show you what happens at the death of a 
believer.



2. Close your eyes.  Now open them.

 
That’s just how long it takes to get from earth to 
Heaven; to leave this body of flesh and enter Heaven’s 
gates!



1. As Jake Hess used to sing before He died, 


“Death Ain’t No Big deal!”

III. HEAVEN, TWO THOUSAND TIMES MORE BEAUTIFUL!

A. How long did it take God to create this earth?



1. The Genesis account says “Six days!” 


Personally, I believe those to be literal, 24 hour 

periods!



2. If God wanted to make a twenty million year 


old rock, all He would have to say is “20 million 

year old rock be!”



3. You could analyze it, dissect it or whatever 


else you wanted to do to it and it would test out 

to be twenty million years old when in reality, it 


was a few seconds old!

B. Now, hold on to your hats because I am going to blow your theologically trained minds! How long has Jesus been away from this planet?



1. Two thousand years!

2. What did He tell us He would be doing while He was away?




A. John 14:2-3 (Page 34)

3. He has been building our mansions for 2 thousand years and it only took Him 6 days to create this earth!

My mind just “tilts” and “does not compute” when I think of “How Beautiful Heaven Must Be!”

IV. THE SIZE OF HEAVEN!

A. We are not told the actual size of Heaven but the NEW JERUSALEM that comes down out of Heaven is 1,500 miles squared!



1. Revelation 21:1-2; 9-11; 15-16 (Page 35)

2. Did you catch that? 12,000 furlongs is 1,500 miles! 

V. SOME FINAL THOUGHTS ON HEAVEN (Page 39)

A. Heaven is actually in three parts!

B. First, there is our atmosphere (Acts 14:17)

C. Second, there is outer space (Eph. 6:12) 

