 “Recovering From Bad Advice!”

Proverbs 14:12; Proverbs 16:25

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

If we were to give this message a “sub-title,” it could easily be “How To Recognize Poor Council.”

Think with me: If you are trusting in a compass to give you directions and it is off just one degree --- YOU ARE IN DEEP TROUBLE!

You simply WILL NOT arrive at your destination!

Close may score points in horseshoes, but not in victorious living --- AND CERTAINLY NOT IN SALVATION!

Note our text again: It is so important that God repeats it twice!


A. Our preaching and teaching today is mostly 
“motivational speaking!”

B. Oh, It sounds “religious” and it sounds “good.” It 
may, for the most part, contain “good ingredients” --- BUT POISON CONTAINS MOSTLY GOOD INGREDIENTS!

1. Why would mice eat poison that is sure to kill them? Because it contains mostly good ingredients!

    

2. Why are so many people sucked into religious 




“cults?” The very same reason!

C. There is a way that “seems right ---” It is “logical” to the human mind!

I. OUR LORD WAS “IGNORANT” AS FAR AS THE WORLD WAS CONCERNED!

John 7:3-9 “His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 

[4] For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 

[5] For neither did his brethren believe in him. 

[6] Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is always ready. 

[7] The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. 

[8] Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come. 

[9] When He had said these words unto them, He abode still in Galilee.”

A. Man, if you want to be known, you have to stop doing things in secret --- you need to go public!

B. No one does things secretly when he wants to be known publicly. If you do these things, you should let the world see you.


C. Bad advice will always appeal to the flesh! 
Satan appeals to our pride, doubts and self-preservation.

Romans 16:17-18 “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
[18] For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly (egos); and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple (the un-learned in the Scriptures).” 

II. FALSE TEACHINGS ABOUND AND CENTERS AROUND SELF


A. Jesus gives us the formula for knowing good council! 

John 7:14-24 “Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

[15] And the Jews marveled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 

[16] Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. 

[17] If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 

[18] He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but He that seeketh His glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him. 

[19] Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me? 

[20] The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? 

[21] Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. 

[22] Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not be-cause it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the
Sabbath day circumcise a man. 

[23] If a man on the Sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the Sabbath day? 

[24] Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”

B. Bad council will ignore the meaning of the Word and go by the letter! To the Jew, it was okay to circumcise on the Sabbath but to heal someone was wrong!

2nd Timothy 4:3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

III. RECOVERING FROM BAD COUNCIL

A. The first step is REPENT! When you find yourself in a hole --- stop digging! 

B. Return to God and His Word. Listen to the wise council of the Holy Spirit!

When a professional athlete goes in a slump --- and all do at one time or another --- and without exception, will tell you they recovered when they got back to the basics! 


C. For the believer, the basics are:

The Word of God. Read it and study it and put it in practice on a daily basis! This means serious church attendance! This means getting serious with God and receiving His council!
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