OUR RESPONSIBILITIES!

Acts 11:26 “And when he (Barnabas) had found him (Paul), he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

What are our responsibilities as Believers?

The word “Christian” IS NOT a label to wear, but rather a life to live.

The reason they were called Christians is because they were “like Christ” in everything they said and did!

So, your responsibility as a believer is to study the Word of God and put it to work in your life to the point that you will be “like Christ” and therefore, people can then call you a Christian!

We should not call someone a Christian if they are not “like Christ.”

Our attitude should be like that of the Apostle Paul when he met Jesus on the old Jerusalem / Damascus road, “Lord, what would you have me do?”

Note some things Jesus wants us to do now that we are saved:

1. “Be baptized” (Acts 2:38)

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

a. We are to be baptized IN REFERENCE TO our forgiveness, not IN ORDER TO be forgiven.

b. We reward people FOR their bravery, not so they can be brave!
2. “Be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18)

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;”

a. The word translated “filled” means “To be in control.” The Holy Spirit is to be in control of our lives.
b. A drunken person is used as an example. The alcohol has control of the person who is drunk.
      3.  Obey God. (John 14:15)
“If you love me, keep my commandments.”

a. Obeying God is not an option with a believer. To say we love God and NEVER OR SELDOM do as He has instructed should cause us great concern. Perhaps we have been deceived and are really NOT saved. Something is definitely wrong.

b. To say the least, we have our priorities in the wrong place.
4. Study God’s Word. (2nd Timothy 2:15)

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

a. Oh what an indictment, to stand before a Holy, Righteous God and be ashamed!

b. And yet, this is where the vast majority of believers will be on Judgment Day, when all the while, their homes were strewn with Bibles, unread for the most part, and filled with the answers to all of life!

5. Get in Church.” (Hebrews 10:25)

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some [is]; but exhorting [one another]: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

a. Look at the average church roll and compare it to the average attendance!
b. And yet, God says that just the opposite should be happening as we see the Last Days approaching!
6. Be the right kind of a witness. (Acts 1:8)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

a. Being a witness IS NOT an option! God says, “You are witnesses.”

b. The only option we have as believers is, “What kind of a witness will we be?”
7. “Give as God has prospered.” 1st Corinthians 16:2; 

“Upon the first [day] of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as [God] hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”

Malachi 3:8-10 says, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it].  

Luke 6:38 adds, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”

a. Sad to say, but the problem with the church and her finances is the problem with the believer and his or her finances!

b. We are required to give “a tithe” as it belongs to God and is to be used so His church can be properly funded.

c. We are to give “offerings” above our tithes so our needs can be met!

d. I challenge each of you to put God to the test. Give Him His tithe so our church can have the funds she needs and give offerings as God directs so He can meet your needs! You can literally give your way to pro$perity!
8. Let God Be The Boss (James 4:7)

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

Preacher, I see all this but how can someone actually resist the devil and all his temptations?

Here is the answer! Listen to what God is saying:

2nd Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

According to 2nd Timothy 3:16-17 above, how much Scripture is “God breathed” or “given by God, and is to be used in developing doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for instruction?”

a. The Old Testament

b. The New Testament

c. All the above

Ephesians 6:10-11 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

So, our responsibilities are to simply give ourselves to God through Christ and depend completely upon the Holy Spirit to direct us, using God’s Word that we have stored in our heart.

Psalm 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 

Actually, Life really is really simple! 
When we arise in the morning, there are only four (4) things we can do from the Christian standpoint.

To the degree we do these 4 things, this will be the degree of our success:

1. When we are with God, WE WORSHIP HIM!

2. When we are with fellow believers, WE ENCOURAGE THEM!

3. When we are with lost people, WE WITNESS TO THEM!

4. When we are with Satan, WE RESIST HIM!

None of this will be possible without our complete dependence upon God.

Where do you stand with God today?

