“NO CROSS --- NO CHRIST!”

1st Corinthians 1:18 

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”

A strange thing is happening in our land today. We are being told by our “religious leaders” that we must stop using words like the “Cross” or we will scare people away from Church!

A few years ago it was the Bible that was under attack but now it is Bible words that suddenly people will not understand!

Evangelical churches are buying into the idea that Bible words are “scaring away” new prospects and they say we need to change or we will lose the coming generation!

May I speak plainly and say “hogwash?!”
 Why do you think so many millions of people flocked to see Mel Gibson’s movie, “The Passion Of The Christ? 
Better still, “Why would there be a need for the movie --- if the churches were still preaching the cross as man’s only hope?”

Churches ARE NOT preaching the cross! To the modern church, the blood and the cross is either “foolishness” or “negative preaching.”

The worldly church will accept Jesus as a “good man.” If Jesus was only a “good man,” He Himself would be in need of a savior!

The worldly church will accept Jesus as a “prophet.” If Jesus was only a “prophet,” His life was wasted because the world, as bad as it is, DOES NOT need a prophet --- IT NEEDS A SAVIOR!

The worldly church will accept Jesus as “our example.” If Jesus was only “our example,” then we are like the rest of mankind, lost and undone --- AND ON OUR WAY TO A DEVIL’S HELL! It is not an example the world needs --- IT NEEDS A SAVIOR!

I will tell you plainly that the only thing that will save the coming generation is to USE BIBLE WORDS!

So, in the next few minutes, I want to share with you three things about the cross: The Prophecy, the Good News and the Power.

First:

I. THE PROPHECY OF THE CROSS

To properly understand any teaching of the Bible, we must start in the beginning. The cross, though not mentioned by name in this verse, first appears in the book of Genesis:

Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.”

The “battle of all battles” was to be between the “seed” of Satan (The Antichrist) and the “seed” of the woman (Jesus).

My friend, that battle HAS BEEN FOUGHT and Jesus won! It IS finished!

I think it would help us to look at the most famous verse in the entire Bible:

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Again, the cross IS NOT mentioned by name but this entire verse IS about the cross and the sacrifice Jesus made for the entirety of mankind!

John 12:32 “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”

“Without the shedding of blood, there IS NO REMISSION” so says the Word!

Secondly:

II. THE GOOD NEWS (Gospel) COMES FROM THE CROSS!
1st Corinthians 1:23 “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;”

We CANNOT preach Christ without preaching the cross! The two CANNOT be separated! 

1st Corinthians 2:2 “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”

Listen to this powerful Scripture:

1st Corinthians 2:8 “Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” 
Crucifying Jesus was Satan’s BIG MISTAKE! 
Therefore, his sole purpose today is to KEEP PEOPLE AWAY FROM THE CROSS! 
And folks, Satan IS GOOD at his job! 
He has enlisted the churches and most ministries to do his dirty work for him!

Listen to their teachings and you will see that this is true! 
The major preaching (so called) today is “feel good” sermons! Tickle an ear here and tickle an ear there --- AND YOU HAVE A CHURCH FILLED WITH FOLKS THAT ARE TICKLED --- BUT NOT SAVED!

My friend, this IS what is foolish --- NOT THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS!
And lastly:

III. THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION!

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

Romans 1:16 HAS NO MEANING without the cross! 
There can be no salvation without the shed blood, and that, my friend, COMES FROM THE CROSS!

Matthew 23:23 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

May God help us to never quit preaching the cross!

