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“New Years, New Mornings!”
Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV) Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. 

(23) They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Exodus 14:13-16 (NIV) “Moses answered the people, Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 

(14) The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still. 

(15) Then the LORD said to Moses, Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
(16) Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.” 
There is something exciting about a New Year!

A. Perhaps last year was not good for you — WELL, WE HAVE A NEW YEAR!
B. Perhaps last year was great for you — WELL, WE HAVE A NEW YEAR that will even be better!

Notice our text in Lamentations: God’s compassion never fails and is new every morning! But reality says:

I. JANUARY 1st IS JUST THE DAY AFTER DECEMBER 31st!

A. The only difference in now and last year is it is a Tuesday following a Monday instead of a Monday following a Sunday!

Ah, but God views each day differently! We DO NOT have to await a New Year as God gives us one daily!
B. God’s loving-kindness is fresh the moment your eyelids greet the dawn!


C. Whatever your day brings, God will see you through!

1. The burdens of your heart—HE KNOWS—and He will help you bear it! 

2. The Joys that thrill your soul—HE KNOWS—and has something that will make it even better!

D. This IS NOT an occasional happening with God! Every day is new and He wants you and I to live it to the fullest!

1. What really counts is that with God it is just “another day” for Him to show us His love! His mercies are brand new, like they were yesterday! HE NEVER CHANGES!
This brings us to our text in Exodus:

II. STAND STILL AND SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORD!
A. My, aren’t we busy! So busy doing good things that me miss out on the GREAT THINGS God is doing in our midst!

B. Today we stand on the threshold of a new beginning! God’s message to them still applies to us!
“Moses answered the people, Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today.” (V13)

C. The words “stand still” do not contradict the command to “go forward.” (Stand still means to trust in the Lord)
1. Did you see the salvation of the Lord last year? If you didn’t, then you cannot move forward today!



2. God calls us to “look before you leap!”

D. Has He proven Himself?! Then you can “Go forward!”

The Lord calls us “to walk in faith,” BUT NEVER BLINDLY!
Isaiah 30:21 (NIV) “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, This is the way; walk in it.” 

John 8:12 (NIV) “When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Our “faith” is in the fact that Jesus WILL HONOR HIS WORD AND GUIDE OUR EVERY STEP!
Therefore, in the New Year, we CAN “Go Forward!”

III. IN THE POWER OF THE LORD!
Notice what God told His people Israel: Exodus 14:14 (NIV) “The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” (Stand still—Put your trust in the Lord)

A. Even though we are in a fight with the World, our own flesh, and the devil himself—OUR HOPE OF VICTORY IS IN OUR TRUST IN THE LORD!
1st John 4:4 (KJV) “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
IV. IN THE PEACE OF THE LORD! 
Moses said, “Do not be afraid---” (verse 13, text) This one thing, FEAR, has stopped more believers and more churches from being what God intended than anything else in Satan’s arsenal!
A. We can’t do that! (Whatever “That” might be)



1. We don’t have enough people!


2. We don’t have enough money!

B. NO! We don’t have enough faith, in ourselves OR GOD!

C. Our problem IS FEAR!
If we are to be what He wants us to be, we must “Go Forward!”
Philippians 4:7 (KJV) “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall keep (guard) your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

V. IN THE PATH OF THE LORD!
Exodus 14:22 (NIV) “And the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
Exodus 14:22 (KJV) “And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.” 
A. How comforting to know that God has a path for each of us to follow!

1. Our first responsibility is to find God’s path and follow it, and then, secondly, 

2. Our responsibility to our brothers and sisters is to be sure our fear doesn’t keep them from following theirs!
Ephesians 2:10 (KJV) “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
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