5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.”

We must stop following the non-Jews of the world!

Revelation 2:9 (NIV) “I know your afflictions and your poverty --- yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”

We must stop listening to the world and go only by the Word!

2nd Timothy 4:3-5 (KJS) “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”

Revelation 3:22 (KJS) “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

Now, let’s read our text again:

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

The proof is in the pudding! Do you have life and life more abundantly? Then get up out of the pew and put on the Armor of God again and take what is rightfully yours!

If you have been letting Satan steal, kill and destroy your ministry and witness, stand up child of God and shake your fist in the face of Satan and say, “NO MORE! I am a child of the most High God!” And having done all, STAND! 

 “How To Kill Any Church 

In Three Easy Steps!

John 10:10

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

If you were Satan, how would you go about killing the church? I mean, THIS IS HIS JOB!

This is his MISSION!

This is his GOAL!

Our text today gives us a look into the supernatural world and lets us see Satan and God as they really are!

The lines are clearly drawn and condensed into just 30 simple words!

Satan has come to steal from you, to kill you, to destroy you!

God has come to give you life, to provide for your every need and see that you live in His abundance!

Both Satan and God are MORE THAN ADEQUATE in doing their jobs!

The devil is more than adequate to steal, kill and destroy you!

God is more than adequate to give you life and life more abundantly!

The Scriptures are very clear on this point. Neither can do their job UNLESS WE LET THEM!

Genesis 4:7 (NIV) “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”

Ephesians 4:27 (KJS) “Neither give place to the devil.”

Ephesians 4:27 (NIV) “And do not give the devil a foothold.”

Again, If you were Satan, what would you do to steal, kill and destroy the church --- AND EACH OF US AS INDIVIDUALS?

I. HE HAS TRIED THE DIRECT ATTACT AND IT FAILED MISERABLY!

A. From Adam to Jesus, we see his direct attack!

B. Each time he would strike, the movement of God just grew stronger!

C. Each leader he killed, God would raise up another even stronger!

D. Finally, he had the hopes of God strapped to an alter over a woodpile! (Genesis 22)

Isaac, through whom God was to fulfill his covenant with Abraham, was strapped down and with one plunge of the knife, the Jews would never have existed!

But God provided a scapegoat --- AND THE JEWISH NATION WAS THE ULTIMATE RESULTS!

E. And then in the New Testament we find the ultimate attack! This time he had God himself nailed to a tree --- AND SATAN SAW GOD DIE!
F. Satan said, “Finally, I have won!”
However, three days and three nights later, the song says, “And death must bow to His will!”

And you know the rest of the story! Jesus arose! The church of the living God was planted as a seed --- and it came forth and in a span of two short years, that mighty army of God had conquered the then known world!

Satan said, “What have I done? Once there was one Jesus and now there are millions everywhere!”

Then Satan put his master plan in operation:

II. THE ONLY WAY YOU CAN STOP AN ARMY THAT YOU CANNOT DEFEAT --- IS TO MAKE THEM THINK THEY HAVE WON!

A. Satan was successful in dividing the mighty army of God into two groups --- THE CLERGY AND THE LAITY!

B. He got the Clergy to stand in the pulpits and preach and the mighty army of God sat down in the pews to listen --- AND HERE SITS THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD TODAY!

C. The mighty army of God sits in their comfortable pews and lets the world go to Hell!

You find nothing like our present setup in the New Testament!

Soldier, your neighbor is lost!

Soldier, your co-worker is lost!

Soldier, your families are dying and going to Hell!

If we are to win our world, the people in the pews must take the Word of God from these four walls out into the streets as we return to our first love!

Revelation 2:4-5 (NIV) “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 

