 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1III. THE CROSS TELLS OF GOD’S OUTREACH

A. Man thinks he can be saved by doing GOOD WORKS.
1. If this were true, Paul had many things going for him that would save him—IF THEY COULD!


2. He had education, position, etc.

B. But only the blood shed from the foundation of the world can save!

C. If mankind is to be saved, it will be because OF GOD’S PROVISION and our embracing it with all our being!



1. Everything else FALLS SHORT!
If one is saved, it is because they made A FULL SURRENDER to the Christ of the cross!

Galatians 2:20 (NIV) “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

Galatians 6:14-15 (NIV) “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (15) Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.”

ARE YOU SAVED? If you are it was by the way of the cross.
If you are not saved, see Christ high and lifted up, and turn to him in full repentance, and accept what He did for you on Calvary’s tree as your only hope. Would you do it, today?                                                                       

 “Glory In The Cross!”
Galatians 6:11-15

What are you “proud” of?

We are all “proud” of something, to the point that we will find someway to bring it into almost every conversation!

Perhaps it’s:


1. Someone famous that you know


2. Something you can do or have done

3. Something you own

4. Your children—or grandchild
In our text, Paul had something he was “proud” of!

Galatians 6:14 (KJV) “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
Paul could have boasted of his:


1. Heritage


2. Citizenship


3. Education


4. Accomplishments

All this he counted as “dung!”

1. Philippians 3:8-14

The message of the cross is not a POPULAR message. But TO THE BELIEVER, it is the ONLY message!

I. THE CROSS TELLS THE DEPTH OF HUMAN SIN
A. Some 50,000 people die in alcohol-related accidents each year.

B. Folks claiming to be homosexuals march publicly demanding that we accept their lifestyle as normal!

C. We read of rapes and murdering as common happenings!

D. Children killing children is common place in our school and streets!

But this is just SCRATCHING THE SURFACE of the depths of human sin!



1. Christ DIED for our sins!

I Corinthians 15:3 (KJV) “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;”
2. Our sins HAVE SEPARATED us from God!

Romans 3:23 (KJV) “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”

Romans 5:12 (KJV) “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” 
3. Why? Because we are all BORN IN ADAM’S FAMILY!
E. We have NO PROBLEM believing the very bad are deserving of Hell! Watch this:
Revelation 21:8 (NIV) “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 

1. Our problem is BELIEVING our good, next door neighbor IS LOST!
Mark 16:16 (KJV) “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”


2. Without Christ, there is NO HOPE!
Multiply just our sins by the population of the world, and we begin to see the depths of sin!
II. THE CROSS TELLS US THE HEIGHT OF GOD’S 

LOVE

A. Sin is the SECOND biggest thing in the world!


B. The ONLY THING that is bigger IS GOD’S LOVE!
A child is rushed to the hospital and the doctor says an emergency operation is the only thing that will save the child. The parents do not ask the cost of the surgery!


2. Love doesn’t COUNT THE COST!

John 3:16 (KJV) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Romans 5:8 (KJV) “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

3. While we were at our WORST, God did HIS BEST for us!



4. God NEVER STOPPED to count the cost! 
The cross shows the height of God’s love!

