The glory is that Jesus IS LORD over your biggest problem!

You don’t need an historical Jesus:

John 11:21 “Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 

John 11:32 “Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”

You do not need a futuristic Jesus:

John 11:23-24 “Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

You live in the “NOW”

III. WHEN PREASURED TO BELIEVE, WE CHANGE CHANNELS!

A. Martha passed the ball off to Mary (V’s 21-28)

B. Mary fumbled the ball also! (v32)

John 11:35 “Jesus wept.”

Not because of death, but because of unbelief!

Are you lost? Jesus is weeping!

Are you living in sin? Jesus is weeping!

Are you living in defeat? Jesus is weeping?

 “FOUR DAY OLD FAITH!”

John 11:1-6; 11-44

How strong is your faith tonight? The sisters of Lazarus had what I call “Four Day Old Faith.”
MARTHA: (V21) “Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

MARY: (V32) “”Then when Mary was come to where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

Isn’t it amazing as to how strong our faith is for things that HAVE PASSED!” 

God delivered His people in days past --- and we believe that!

Our faith is just as strong --- for future events!

John 11:23-24 “Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Faith for the past --- NO PROBLEM!

Faith for the future --- NO PROBLEM!

God did it before and He will do it again --- SOMEDAY!

Oh, but how weak our faith is for the thing or things that are wrecking our lives --- RIGHT NOW!

WOW! God was awesome --- IN THE PAST!

WOW! God will be awesome --- IN THE FUTURE!

But where is God --- RIGHT NOW? My mate is sick! I’m about to loose everything! Our children are living in sin! My job is playing out! 

Where is God --- RIGHT NOW?

Well, the answer is, “Where is your faith --- RIGHT NOW?”

1. LET ME SHOW YOU THIS FROM AN O.T. STORY!

A. 2nd Kings 2:1-14 (Red)

Beloved, the question IS NOT, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”, but, “Where are the Elijah’s of the Lord God?”

B. Elisha asked for and received a DOUBLE PORTION! The church SHOULD NOT be weaker today than the church at Pentecost! It SHOULD be stronger!

C. Watch this:

John 14:12 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.”

1. Greater? YES!

2. Than Jesus? YES!

“But, preacher, the world is so sinful today! God is not welcome anywhere! He has been kicked out of our schools, our government to the point that believers are the laughing stock of the world!”

Beloved, this is exactly why the church should be stronger today than at Pentecost! Our day and time DID NOT catch God by surprise!

Romans 5:20b “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”

3. The more sin --- the more grace!

D. The problem IS NOT with God. The problem is with us and our faith!

We all want a God that can give the lions “lock-jaw” like in Daniel’s day but none of want to do what Daniel did to get thrown in the lion’s den!

We all want a God that can “quince the fiery furnace” but we are not willing to take the stand the three Hebrew children took!

II. WE HAVE “ONCE WAS’ERS” FAITH!

Yesterday’s faith won’t move the hand of God in our favor today!

God deals in the “NOW!”

Jesus is not the great “I was” nor the great “I will be!” He is the great “I AM!”

Let’s look at our text again:

John 11:4 “When Jesus heard [that], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.”

John 11:40 “Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?”

The glory WAS NOT that Lazarus was sick and died, but rather that Lazarus was raised! Hallelujah!

