“FIRST THINGS FIRST!”
Luke 9:57-62
Luke 9:57-62 “And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain [man] said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 

58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air [have] nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay [his] head. 

59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 

60  Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 

61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Suppose you had been stranded in a desert for days and would surely die within minutes unless you found water!

You open your eyes, and behold, there is a water pump with a note attached to it. The note says, “There is a jar of water under the pump with just enough water to prime the pump. Once the pump is primed, you will have all the water you need.”
Satan whispers in your ear: “What if the pump doesn’t work? It’s old and even if it worked, the well may be dry. You had better drink the water in the jar.”
Would you drink from the jar and have water FOR THE MOMENT, or, would you use it to prime the pump, knowing that if the note was correct, you would have water FOR LIFE?
A. There is an account similar to this in the Bible.

1. I Kings 17:8-16

“And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which [belongeth] to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.  

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman [was] there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch [it], he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. 

12 And she said, [As] the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I [am] gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go [and] do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring [it] unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 

14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day [that] the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. 

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat [many] days. 

16 [And] the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.”

Note verse 9. God had already told the Widow Woman what she was to do!

Elijah simply confirmed what God had said.

The decision was hers --- take the sure thing and have a meal, or trust God for a miracle!
2. What should she do? 
3. Who would she put first?

The concept of JESUS FIRST is fundamental to the Christian life.

Matthew 10:37-39 (NIV) “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

(38) and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

(39) Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
I. PUT JESUS BEFORE THE FUTURE!

NOTE OUR TEXT:

A. (v 57-58) “I will follow you wherever you go.”
1. Very commendable, but Jesus’ answer is, “Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has no place to lay His head.”

B. Satan has us convinced that when we get saved, from then on everything will be a bed of roses! 

1. But when troubles arise—AND THEY WILL—we fall away and think God has betrayed us!

C. Getting saved DOES NOT do away with the problems of life!

1. Look at Christ and the life of every believer that has lived!

D. Jesus is simply saying, “I want you to WEIGH THE FUTURE both with and without me.”

II. PUT JESUS BEFORE THE PRESENT.

In verses 59-60, Jesus turns to another man and says, “Follow me.”









But the man’s reply was, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”
A. “Lord, I am going to follow you, But first—!”



1. LORD means LORD!
2. He had just called Jesus LORD, but refuses or postpones doing His LORD’S bidding!


B. This is a complete CONTRADICTION!

1. The “servant” DOES NOT tell his Lord what he will do and when he will do it!

We certainly ought to care for our families, but never make them EXCUSES for not doing what Christ has told us to do!

EXAMPLE: On Sunday, Johnny’s cold keeps the whole family away from church. On Monday, his cold was worse, but he goes to school and his family goes to work. 

Johnny was used as AN EXCUSE for not putting Christ first.



2. Listen to Jesus:

Matt 22:36-39 (NIV) “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

(37) Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

(38) This is the first and greatest commandment. 

(39) And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jesus MUST BE put before the affairs of this present life, if we are going to be pleasing to God.





III. PUT JESUS BEFORE THE PAST. (Verses 61-62)

The third man Jesus approached wanted to bid his family goodbye.


A. Lord, just one last fling with the old life!

1. Only eternity will tell how many missed God by flirting with the past!


B. I will follow, but first—


1. We cannot serve two masters!

Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

(14) I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

CONCLUSION: Three men, perhaps with good intentions, gave excuses why they had to wait in their service to the Master!

One said, “I will follow you anywhere!” Another said, “I will also follow but I have to go and bury my father.” (He will probably die in the next few years). The third man also let family matters keep him from following Christ.

The only CORRECT ANSWER when Jesus calls is to do as the disciples who when called, “Left their nets IMMEDIATELY and followed Christ.”

Will you put FIRST THINGS FIRST in your life? The only way to do it is NOW!

