“Duty!”
2nd Timothy 2:15 (KJV) “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

James 4:17 (KJV) “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

In our text today, God says that we are to literally devour His Word.

The question is, “Why?”

1. If we are assured of Heaven?

2. If we can’t lose our salvation?

3. If we are going to miss the tribulation?

We are to study for four reasons:


1. To show ourselves approved of God

2. So we will not be ashamed
3. So we will correctly interpret the Word

4. So we will not sin against God

The study of God’s Word is the single most important thing a child of God can do! Everything else pales in comparison!

Psalm 119:11 (KJV) “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”

If we do not study His Word, we cannot hide it in our hearts and when Satan comes calling, the ONLY THING that will stop him is the Word of God, which is the “sword of the Spirit!”
If we do not study His Word, that very act is sin and God cannot bless sin --- OR THE SINNER!
When we talk about “duty” it certainly starts with the study of God’s Word!
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (KJV) “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

The message today will be the most important message you will ever hear as a believer so I want your undivided attention.
It will not be the most important because I am preaching it but rather of its content and the times in which we live.

I call your attention to the conclusion of Solomon’s message:


1. Fear God (Reverence God)

2. And keep (Do what He says)

3. His commandments (His Word)

4. For this (What Solomon just said)

5. Is the whole (The entirety, the complete)

6. Duty (Our responsibilities)

7. Of man (You and I --- Mankind)

Did you catch the word “duty?”
I. OUR LOST BURDEN

A. “Pastor, I have lost my burden for soul winning.”

B. “Pastor, I do not enjoy reading the Bible anymore.”

C. “Pastor, my prayers seem to bounce off the ceiling.”

D. “Pastor, my Sunday School class has become a burden to me and I don’t want to teach anymore.”

E. “Pastor, it’s not you, but I just don’t enjoy coming to church anymore. The excitement is gone.”

“Pastor, what’s wrong?”

Now, I want your undivided attention. I want you to sit up and take notice of what I am about to say!

Right here is where the men are separated from the boys, spiritually speaking!

II. THE FIRST STEP IN BACKSLIDDING IS RIGHT HERE!

When the day comes, AND IT WILL COME, when you no longer want to do that which is right for God (You fill in the blank) BUT YOU GO AHEAD AND DO IT BECAUSE IT IS YOUR DUTY, you have graduated from being a “babe in Christ” to a “mature believer!”
A. You have graduated from the “feel good” crowd to the ranks of the committed!

B. From the ranks of “Look at me” to the ranks of “Look at God!”

C. From the ranks of “God, what am I going to get out of this?, to the ranks of “To God be the Glory!”
D. From the ranks of “Lord, I’ll never leave you or forsake you” to “Lord, is it I?”
The very second you DO NOT want to do what is right in the eyes of God --- AND DO IT ANYWAY --- this is when you crawl our of your spiritual diapers and into His robe of righteousness!

That is the day you graduate from immaturity to maturity! That’s the day you grow up as a Christian!

That’s the day God knows He can trust and count on you!

That’s the day the Church knows they can trust and count on you! 

This is the day you have proven you mean business for God and the day you become an effective witness for God!

Deuteronomy 8:2 (KJV) “And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no.”
Job 1:8 (KJV) “And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?”

III. CAN GOD COUNT ON YOU? CAN HE BRAG ON YOU?


A. What “duty” will do:

Duty makes the difference in a good church and a great church!

Duty is the difference in having a great marriage or getting a divorce!

Duty is what makes a boy into a man; a girl into a lady!

Duty is the difference between mediocrity and greatness!

Duty --- DON’T FORGET IT!

Duty --- DON’T ESCAPE IT!
Duty --- DON’T NEGLECT IT!
B. We are not “good” Christians because we like to do what we are doing. We are “good” Christians because we do what God says to do and when He says to do it!

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”

If the church year 2008 – 2009 is going to be successful for you, you will have to get up off your “Blessed Assurance” and go to work for God --- NOT BECAUSE YOU FEEL LIKE IT OR BECAUSE YOU ARE WORTHY, BUT BECAUSE IT’S YOUR DUTY AS A BELIEVER!
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