“Dare To Be A Success!”
Background: 3rd John 1-14

Text: 3rd John 2

(KJV) “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”
People panic when they hear this verse! They reason:

This verse is written to a person named Gaius, not to the Jews or to the Church!

Whoopee for Gaius, whoever he is!

May I tell you the truth about the above thinking? I could care less to whom it is addressed! It’s mine now!
The Holy Spirit wrote to Gaius THROUGH JOHN and gave him God’s will for every human being!
Note what God has written to us:


1. “That YOU may prosper.”


2. “That YOU may be in good health.”


3. “Even as YOUR SOUL prospers.”

Folks, you just can’t get any better than a SOUL THAT IS SAVED!

God’s will is that we prosper:

1. SPIRITUALLY!


2. PHYSICALLY!


3. FINANCIALLY!
I. NOTE THE CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING THESE BLESSINGS!
“Pastor, are you telling me that there are Strings attached to God’s Will for humanity?


A. You had better believe there is!

1. God’s will is that everyone be saved! Jesus died for everyone!

2. But will all “be saved?” NO! God will NEVER go against your will— AND SATAN CAN’T!
B. To “see” why Gaius would receive the blessing of God, note his lifestyle!



1. Vs 3. Folks were “talking” about him!

2. Vs 4. He was WALKING in God’s truth! He was a DOER of God’s Word!

John 8:31-32 (KJV) “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
(32) And ye shall know the truth, and the truth (That you know and apply) shall make you free.”

C. Gaius was a believer but this WAS NOT what set him free!

1. Sure, it gave him a home in heaven—BUT THAT DOESN’T MEET HIS NEEDS DOWN HERE!


2. It DID NOT:




a. Pay one bill!




b. Heal one hurt!




c. Bless anyone else!


D. Just being a believer DOES NOT set us free!
1. Certainly this IS where we start! 

2. It IS the “Word in us” that will cause us to “rise up to our potential,” and in this sense sets us free, but it is OUR PUTTING THE WORD TO WORK IN OUR LIVES THAT SETS US FREE!

II. AGAIN, OUR TEXT IS NOT FOR GAIUS ALONE, NOR IS IT AUTOMATIC!
A. God wants everyone to be saved— BUT HELL WILL BE SO FULL THAT IT WILL HAVE TO BE EXPANDED!


1. Watch this:

Isaiah 5:14 (KJV) Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.”

B. God wants everyone to be well— BUT THE HOSPITALS ARE FULL!

C. God wants everyone to prosper— AND YET MOST OF THE WORLD IS STARVING!

It is our believing the Word, accepting the Word, and DOING THAT WORD that sets us free!
III. SOME PEOPLE GO THROUGH LIFE AND NEVER REACH THEIR POTENTIAL!

A. They depend on “Luck” or “Fate!”


B. The world they listen to says:



1. Invest in Stocks and Bonds!


2. IRA’s and CD’s are the answer!



3. Invest in Real Estate!



4. Insurance Policies w/dividends!



5. Move up the latter in your company!



6. Work! Work! Work!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1C. But the cold hard truth is: DOING IT MAN’S WAY RESULTS IN A 95% FAILURE RATE! 

Watch this:

Out of every 100 men, age 25 now, in 40 years, or age 65


1 will be rich using the world’s system — (1 percent)

4 will be successful using the world’s system — (4 percent)


5 will want to retire but can’t — (5 percent)


36 will be dead — (36 percent)


54 will be flat broke — (54 percent)

The average earnings of these 100 men will be $750,000 between their 25th and 65th birthdays — A PERSONAL FORTUNE — and yet, only five will make it man’s way!

Folks, this IS NOT God’s Will for the human race, nor does it have to be this way!

God wants the very best for you:


PHYSICALLY, He wants you well!

SPIRITUALLY, He wants you saved!

FINANCIALLY, He wants you to prosper!
But it’s all up to each of AS INDIVIDUALS!
---How we individually respond to His offer of salvation through Christ!


—How we individually respond to His Word!
And the “KEY” is on a CONTINUAL BASIS!
John 9:31 (KJV) “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshiper of God, and doeth His will, him He heareth.”

John 9:31 (NIV) “We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will.”

Listen to me: The ONLY prayer God hears from a lost person is when they cry out for salvation!
Sure, it SEEMS that God hears them but do you realize that it is the prayers OF THE SAINTS who are praying for them that is heard!

Note John 9:31 again:

John 9:31 (KJV) “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshiper of God, and doeth His will, him He heareth.”

1. God does not hear sinners

2. God hears saints!

However, we must also realize that God honors His Word, PERIOD! When lost people put the Word of God to work in their lives, they prosper. They, in all probability, DO NOT know they are applying God’s Word!

The world is caught up in motivational seminars. Their companies bring in speakers to “charge up” the troupes and even the motivational speakers DO NOT realize they are using principals set forth in the Word of God!
The greatest motivational book in the entire world is the Bible!

3rd John 2 (KJV) “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”
