In the Old Testament, Naaman was faced with a choice. He could accept God’s grace and be healed, or he could refuse it and die with his leprosy.
Watch this:

2nd Kings 5:9-14 (KJS) “So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.”

A. Man always wants what God has, but he wants to do it his own way! How dare this man of God to, first, send out his servant! Naaman was “Captain of the host of the King of Syria!” The rivers in his country were clean and the Jordan was dirty! (His healing came from obedience, not the water!)

Question: What if he had dipped 6 times? No! It’s either God’s way or forget it! It IS NOT going to happen!

“By Grace Through Faith!”
Ephesians 2:1-10

Text: Verse 8

(KJS) “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 
It is mostly pride that keeps people on the low ground, struggling with their sins and problems. Because of  pride, we miss out on the blessings God has for us.

Near the end of WWII, a captured German soldier refused the blood that would have saved his life because the blood was British!

Even worse are those who refuse the blood of Christ that would give them an Eternal life of salvation!

God certainly wants to save everyone but man mostly refuses to accept what God freely offers!

I. THE CONDITION OF THE PAST (V’s 1-3)
(KJS) “And you hath He quickened (made alive), who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation (manner of life) in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”


A. Sin is missing the mark, or slipping and falling.



1. Romans 3:23

B. Trespass is to sin willfully.

Romans 1:32 (KJS) “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”  

C. Satan is having his way in the lives of the people of the world!
II. CONDITION OF THE PRESENT (V’s 4-5)
(KJS) “But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”

People are always saying that we are saved by faith, but this is only half true!

A. Note verse 5! “By grace are ye saved.”

Without God’s grace, there is not enough faith in the entire world, collectively, to save a tadpole!


B. No one deserves to be saved! 

But God extends HIS GRACE to us! Now, we can have “faith” in God’s grace and be saved!


C. Grace is God’s “Unmerited favor!”
We can do nothing to deserve God’s favor! It is unmerited! In other words, we DO NOT merit His grace.

III. CONDITION THAT IS PROMISED (V’s 6-7)
(KJS) “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 

7 That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”


A. Today we have been placed in His body, the Church, and how wonderful this is—BUT THIS IS BUT THE BEGINNING of God’s grace!

1st Corinthians 2:9 (KJS) “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”  

B. Note verse 7 again!

For all Eternity, the body of Christ, the Church, will come to know all the glories of God and just how rich God is in His grace to us!
IV. CONDITION OF THAT PROMISE (V’s 8-10)
Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJS) “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

A. Even the “faith” that we have to believe in God’s grace COMES FROM HIM! (Verse 8)



1. It is His “gift” to us! 



2. We can’t earn it! (Verse 9)


B. We can do one of two things with a gift.

1. We can reject it, or refuse it, just as we can refuse the gifts from others!

2. We can accept it, or receive it, just as we would accept a gift from someone lese!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Either way, it is strictly our choice! We DO have that responsibility, and we have to live with the choice we make!

