 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Acting On The Word!”
James 1:22 “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
Luke 6:46-49 “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 

(47) Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 

(48) He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 

(49) But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.”
If we are not extremely careful, Satan will defeat us in our victory!

That may sound like a stupid statement, so let me explain what I mean:


___We know that we are saved.

___We know who we are in Christ


___We know the blessings of Abraham are ours

For this reason, we are ripe for the kill!
Satan will let us set here feeling good about ourselves, enjoying our blessings, having wonderful fellowship — WHILE THE WORLD AROUND US GOES TO HELL!
I call this “Window Shopping Religion.” 
Years ago, when Marilyn and I were penniless, she would say, “I’m going shopping!” 

Now, men, we know better! First, She had no money and you cannot purchase things without money — or at least some means to pay — and at that time we had neither!

But off she would go — AND STAY ALL DAY, doing what she called “shopping!” She would come home perfectly happy, empty handed, but happy!

Why? Because she had been shopping! She had looked at everything in every store, turned around, and repeated the process!
Now I know the secret to this men. She was “in training” for the day when money was available! Brother, when she goes shopping now, SHE GOES SHOPPING!
But we let this “early shopping” creep over into our spiritual lives! We come to church and say, “I’m just looking!”
God must feel like the salesman I hired a few years ago. When people would come in and say, “Oh, we’re just looking,” he would say, “Well, I know where everything is!”
Our text says, “Be doers of the Word!”
· If you hear a message on Salvation — GET SAVED!
· If you hear a message on Healing — GET HEALED!
· If you hear a message on Prosperity — BECOME PROSPEROUS!
But nothing will ever happen until we stop “window shopping.”
It will never happen until the hearer of the Word BECOMES a doer of the Word!

Every church has the SAME GOD!
The only difference in the smallest church in the world and the largest church in the world IS DOING!
Now, I realize that other things play into growth, but nothing take the place of doing what God says when God says it!
When we get a revelation from God, He expects us to do it, not think about it!

When I went to Mt. Carmel in the sixties, they had just built what is now the Independent Baptist Church across the road. I asked them why?

They said, “We want to be as big as First Baptist someday.” 
Well, they got that way, but not by wishing — IT TOOK PLAN OLD HARD WORK!
I. IT STARTS AS A DREAM OF EVERY TRULY SAVED PERSON!
A. We were born of God with His nature to be the very best we can be!

He puts it like this:

Leviticus 19:2 “Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.”

B. But soon, we let Satan steal this “seed” from us and now when we are challenged to do something, we think, “Oh, I could never do that!”


1. “I’m so sinful. God could never use me.” 
2. “I don’t have the training or the education for that!”
AND SATAN HAS US JUST WHERE HE WANTS US — BACK UNDER CONDEMNATION — just like that!
II. BELIEVING DEMANDS ACTION!
A. James 2:14-26 

(KJV) What [doth it] profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be [ye] warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what [doth it] profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 

22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent [them] out another way? 

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

B. People read the book of James and then they read the works of Paul, and they think, “Well, the Bible contradicts itself!”
No! Paul talks about a faith that saves — OF BECOMING A BELIEVER!
James Talks about Being a believer—A FAITH THAT JUSTIFIES!
A faith that saves is a faith that works!

___It is a delivering faith!

___It is the kind of faith that build on the rock, and not in the sand!



1. Mental assent admires, but doe not act!

The wise man in our text dug deep. He had already learned how to receive from God before the floods came!

Folks, when the Banks of this world are empty, God will still have plenty!

III. ACTING ON THE WORD LETS JESUS OPERATE ON PLANET EARTH THROUGH YOU!

A. He has an earthly body to work through!
1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ephesians 2:10

(KJV) “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

(NIV) “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

One of the greatest discoveries I ever made in my Christian life was that God has a plan for every life. None of us are here by mistake!
Often times we question “Why?” but each of us are here today by Divine Plan!

It might look like from a human standpoint that SOMEONE ELSE could do a better job, but you are right where you need to be at this moment in time—AND TIME WILL PROVE IT SO!
Note these Scriptures that prove beyond doubt God has a plan for your life:

Psalms 32:8 (NIV) “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.”

Psalms 37:23 (KJV) “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and He delighteth in his way.”
Proverbs 3:5 (KJV) “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. (6) In all thy ways acknowledge him, and He shall direct thy paths.”
Ephesians 5:17 (KJV) “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”
Ephesians 6:6 (KJV) “Not with eye service, as men pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;”
In order to accomplish His will for our lives, in order to pull this off amid Satan’s blistering attacks, we must turn to:

Romans 12:1-2 (KJV) “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

(2) And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Now, let’s bring this all together and let God reap the reward He desires from our lives this morning. 

A. You are not here by chance.



1. You may have come by invitation of a friend.



2. You may have come just to get someone off your back.



3. You may have heard about our church and just wanted to check us out!



4. You may be here as a last ditch chance in the hopes of finding truth.

B. Today, whatever the reason for coming, you have a divine appointment with the Creator of the world and the sustainer of life!

C. He is asking that you trust Him, that you turn your live over to Him and let Him show you how to really live and have the abundant life He came to give.

D. I will tell you this. He is a perfect gentleman. He will not force you to do anything but He said, “Whosoever will may come.”
Will you come? On the very first note of the very first stanza, will you come?
